bear Don, 


4/6/95 


Before seeing Haller's bonk, not yot out, or the summary in the current New Yorker, 

I saw a possibly blockbuster book in it from wliat 1 know he lias been saying for two 

decades so in addition to all else I started on tliat so I’ve even less time. Nailer 
begins with the assumption of Oswald's guilt# 

If you'll accept a s light ly v imperfect bo<k hero it is. 

We have and liave to adhere to a policy of no freebees with the books I published 

for a number of roasons. However, wo do not throw slightjr damaged ones away. We use 

them when we have them tliis way. And Lil liad one. 

If you see anything on Mailer and Ids book in your paperes I'll appreciate that. 

On Rpstow, thanks • Several days ago 1 got my copy of those phone transcripts put 
and have it on my douk for when 1 can take time to read them. I canjtaid to the book 
but I do went to know because as you may remember, I suspected Rostow may have given 

f 

Katzenbach the idoa. 

But I do not see how a federal commission could have beon considered with Oswald 
alive and required by £exns law to be tried in Texas and in public. No federal juris- 
dictipn then. 

I tl^ink tliat in evaluating what LBJ said W9 have to bear in mind that being 
truthful was always a question with 1dm. 

Whenever you can return, fine. 

The only Donald Scott I remember is the self-important Canadian who had a gathejp^of 
assassination nuts up there and resents tlie nuts not being regarded as dependable exp 
perts. He also gave me an account of their relations with %ve Wrone that Krone told me 
was not correct at all. Dave regreted bo th going tliere and the time it took when he 
had so little for what he took that time from. That Scott phoned me once and I'm pleased 
he has not called again. 


Does your school have a computer from which you can retrieve who published which of 


Little. Brown liad been) and to which publisher Mailer at one point owed a reported 


port of tho official assassination mythology and aside from Mailer's name I see little 
to at.ract s les in a book about Oswald's allegedly troubled marriage in the USSR. 
Without the assumption Mailer makes tliat he was the assassin is there dven this little 
in the book? 



Mailer's book? Ify interest includes when Random ^ouse became his publisher ( I think 


<$300,000. This is the third consecutive year Random House has published a book in sup- 


